
Glasgow Retired Members' Branch: Action Sub-Committee
Minutes: 8 August 2019

10 members in attendance. Apology received from David Paterson. David Edwards in the
Chair.

Minutes of the meeting held on 13 June were agreed as a correct record.

Climate Change. It was reiterated that it was important that there should be a good
Branch attendance at the Extinction Rebellion campaign in George Square on 20
September with the Branch banner. Further information will be provided at the September
Branch meeting. It was noted that the Trades Council and other trade unions would be
present and that the STUC had encouraged trade union members to take time off work to
attend. Dave Sherry said he would be bringing copies of the booklet One Million Climate
Jobs to the next Branch meeting. A formal Branch motion of solidarity with the
demonstration would be welcome.

UN Day for Older People. It was noted that Branch membership attendance at the
Holyrood demonstration on 1 October should be encouraged, gathering at Queen Street
Station at 9.15 for the first senior travel card service to Edinburgh available.
Branch Demo and Stall in central Glasgow on 5 October. Arrangements need to be
made at the next Branch Committee meeting and various subjects were mentioned as
themes including the withdrawal of free television licenses, the current social care crisis,
the climate crisis in solidarity with younger people) and the renewed threats posed by
TTIP.

Union Companionship. The ideas for Branch members to be recognised companions for
isolated Union members were discussed and it was felt that these should be developed. It
was made clear that training would be required and it was emphasised that ‘companions’
would not be representatives but their roles would be to support and advise Union
members who had no shop steward support. It was agreed that the Committee should
consider this proposal and Branch members should be asked who would be interested in
becoming a ‘companion’. Assuming the numbers justified it, Roz Foyer should be asked if
training could be provided. It was felt that with assistance retired members with a wealth of
experience and the time available could be a valuable adjunct to Union assistance.

Social Care Crisis. Members of the ASC discussed at some length the deepening social
care crisis and debated how the Union could be more proactive in campaigning for a
reversal of the cuts which have had such a devastating effect on social care, and that
pressure should be applied to the Scottish Labour Party to prioritise proposals to reverse
these savage cuts.
The Social Work Action Network (a Cross-Party Group of Union Activists) was cited as
an effective body to counter social care cuts and it was felt important that a representative
address the Branch on its activities and how we can help, even if it meant doubling up with
another scheduled speaker, or prioritising a speaker from SWAN (and/or a Union official)
for the November Branch meeting.

Speakers: September: Extinction Rebellion. October: Power of Attorney and Wills.
November: Social Work Action Network?

Date of Next Meeting: 12 September.


