
Action Sub-committee

Unite Glasgow Retired Members' Branch
14 November 2019

6 members present. Apologies received from Marlene Barrie, Anita Shelton, Bob McKenna
and Dave Sherry.

Future Speakers: It was noted that speakers on Carbon Capture at the January meeting
and from the Beatson Centre in February had been designated. It was thought that an
invitation for a further address by Dot Mullally on equity release, trusts, care home
charges, etc. next September would be useful. It was further agreed that the Branch
Committee should consider inviting a speaker on cuts in services in the NHS.

Education Courses: David Paterson reported that he had had a lengthy meeting with Jim
Aitken, the Union’s Education Officer for Scotland, and had been informed that it had been
emphasised to Bro. Aitken by his superiors that priority for education courses must be
given to workplace representatives. He had pointed out that our Glasgow Retired
Members’ Branch had already had a number of courses and that other Scottish Retired
Members’ Branches had had none, and that the budget be directed toward them. He
indicated that some future courses for our members could be mounted if the Branch half
funded them. For example, our future proposed one day mental health course which would
cost the Union £450 would cost the Branch £225. To be viable there must be a minimum
of 8 members in attendance but he would like the numbers to be between 15 and 20.

The recent equalities course had been very successful and those attending had expressed
a desire for a further follow-up course. Jim Aitken emphasised that any request for such a
course would have to be considered by him prior to any other person’s request.

Members of the Branch had indicated an interest in a course on the implications of Brexit.
Such a request would have to be made to the Union’s political officer to tap into their funds
rather than the education budget. It had been emphasised to David Paterson that any
funded political courses must be in accord with Labour Party policy and must not involve
members hostile to the Labour Party.

It was suggested by Jim Aitken that a free course on a beginners’ guide to IT might be
available from the City of Glasgow College.

Demonstrations: The demonstration on climate change on 29 November and the march
against racism on 30 November were discussed and it was felt that although a Branch
presence at both was desirable, however the closeness of these dates presented a
problem for reminding the members. It was felt that it would be useful for David Paterson
to contact James Ito to let the Branch membership know the time and place for members
to attend either or both events under the Branch banner.

Next Meeting: 16 January. 12.30pm. John Smith House.


