
Minutes of the Unite Glasgow Retired Members Branch Meeting 9th January 2020

Chair welcomed 30 members to the meeting.

1. Apologies: Allan Cameron, Brian Barry, William Farrell, Janette Flynn, Billy
Foster, Jimmy Friel, Irene Graham, Michael Green, Robert Hamilton, Frank
Harrigan, James Heenan, Arthur Hughes, Mark Lauterburg, Bob McKenna,
Margaret McRobie, Sammy Morris, Charles O’Brien, Dennis O’Donnell, Doreen
Osborne, Alfred Pyke, Stuart Rennick, Steven Sheach, Ross Wallace, William
Watson, Andrew Welsh, Arthur Whitehead, Billy Whitehill, Brian Burns.
It was noted that Jim Friel was in hospital. The Treasurer agreed to send a card
on behalf of the branch.

2. Chair welcomed one new member to the meeting.

3. Minutes of the Branch Meeting held on 7th November 2019 were agreed as
correct.

4. Matters Arising

a) Branch noted and agreed motion on Older Persons’ Residential Care
forwarded to Regional Retired Members Committee for submission to Annual
Policy Conference (copy of motion attached to agenda papers).

b) The Secretary reported that there was a disappointing take-up of the branch
Christmas gift cards offering 6 months union membership. The Secretary
agreed to consult with the Area Activists Committee and other branches to
review proposals.

c) Dave Sherry reported that industrial actions by Royal Mail Workers and
University and College Lecturers were presently on hold.

5. Correspondence

The Secretary reported on correspondence received as follows:

a) Letter from Steve Turner, Assistant General Secretary, promoting ‘Retired
Members Plus’.

b) Letter from the National Pensioners Convention inviting interest to attend
their annual conference to be held between the 2nd and 4th of June at
Southport. Members interested in attending should notify the Secretary. It
was noted that the dates clash with the Scottish Pensioners Forum
conference. The SPF is supported by Scottish Retired Members Branches.

c) Letter from the Shrewsbury 24 Campaign requesting affiliation. Branch
agreed to affiliate and pay fee of £45.00.

6. Nominations for the Unite National Executive

Candidates were noted as follows:

Graham Durham, Retired Member London North
Laurence Alan Humphries, Retired Member Northamptonshire
Mick Rice, Retired Member Glasgow/Renfrewshire

(Statements from each candidate were attached to agenda papers).

Mick Rice was proposed for nomination by Maureen Gardner and seconded by
Robert Littler. No other eligible nominations were received.

The Branch nominated Mick Rice unanimously.



7. Reports from Meetings / Conferences attended

a) The Secretary reported on matters discussed at the Branch Committee
meeting held on 3rd October 2019. Matters comprised: 50/60 year long service
badges for eligible members – agreed to arrange presentations at the June
meeting, inviting Regional Secretary to present badges; Shrewsbury 24
proposed affiliation; NPC annual conference; Education course funding;
Support for UN Anti-Racism Day 21st March; Climate Change Action meeting
upcoming Saturday 1st February.

b) David Paterson reported on the Action Sub Committee meeting held on 14th

November 2019 (minutes of meeting were attached to agenda papers). The
next meeting will be held on Thursday 16th January at 12.30pm. All members
welcome to attend.

c) Maureen Gardner reported on the Scottish Retired Members Committee
meeting held on Thursday 14th November 2019 (minutes of meeting were
attached to the agenda papers).

8. Treasurers Report

The Treasurer presented the annual report for 2019. The detailed report (attached
to agenda papers) was summarised as follows:

INCOME Balance carried forward from 2018        :£6,212.25
Income for 2019                                         :£8,152.87
Total : £14,355.12

EXPENDITURE Total for 2019 :£8,918.95

FINAL BALANCE : £5,436.17

The detailed report was passed for audit to the Branch Auditors, namely Bernie
Beagan and Frank McLaren.

9. Education Officers Report

The Education Officer reported that he had further discussions with Unite
Education Department regarding funding for proposed courses for interested
branch members. The position remained unclear whether funding would be
made available for certain courses. The Secretary agreed to correspond with the
Regional Secretary on this matter, setting out the case for members’ lifelong
learning ambitions. Suggested topics for consideration included:
Mental Health
Definitions of Socialism
Legal Issues affecting Retired Members

10. Motion on Independence Referendum

The following motion (copy attached to agenda papers) was proposed by David
Edwards and seconded by Dave Sherry.

“Following the General Election result, the majority of the Scottish electorate
will, for the fourth time in the last decade, have to endure a right-wing Tory
Government that it did not vote for. The Westminster system of government has,
with few exceptions, consistently ignored the electoral preferences of the
Scottish people, and the Scottish working class in particular. This constitutes a
significant democratic deficit that requires to be addressed, not upon a narrow
nationalist basis, but solely in the interests of democracy itself.

The democratic right of the Scottish people to determine their own future was
espoused by the Scottish Labour movement from its very beginnings.
Proponents of self-determination included amongst many others, the likes of
Keir Hardie, James Maxton and John Maclean.



From this democratic socialist tradition I propose that the Branch support the
Scottish Government’s call for a second referendum on the question of Scottish
Independence”.

A point of order was raised by Frank Murphy, who stated that the motion was not
within the remit of the Branch. Chair stated that the motion, if passed, would be
forwarded to the Regional Secretary for information and advice.

Following a lively debate amongst members, the motion was voted on as follows:

Members present in favour:   21
Members present against:        8

Members present abstaining:   1

The motion was therefore passed and would be forwarded to the Regional Secretary in
due course.

11. General Election Analysis

The Secretary presented his paper, ‘Whither Scotland’, comprising his analysis
of the General Election result (copy of the paper was attached to agenda papers).
The paper sets out in detail the various factors contributing to Labour’s defeat
and suggests ways forward for the Labour movement in Scotland. Rather than
supporting independence, it proposes that socialists adopt the policy of
‘progressive federalism’. It goes on to suggest that if and when a clear majority
of MSPs in the Scottish Parliament demands another referendum, such a
demand might be supported, but only on the condition that a third, ‘progressive
federal option’ is included.

12. Nominations to Constituency Labour Parties

John Rodgers agreed to be nominated for the Glasgow North CLP.

13. Any Other Business.

a) Noted that Branch auditors were elected for a 3 year period
b) James Ito requested that members should formally ask their former branches

for donations towards the Retired Members Branch. Specific sums should
not be mentioned – just a polite request will do.

c) Linda Clarke proposed that a Branch Hill Walking / Rambling Club be
established. Members thought this was a good idea for those fit, able and
interested. Dave Sherry agreed to co-organise with Linda. The Secretary
agreed to send further information by e mail to members as required.

d) Robert Buirds gave an update on the campaign to save Inchgreen Dry Dock.
An information leaflet was distributed to members present.

e) Dave Sherry stated that the Scottish Stand up To Racism Conference will be
held on Saturday 22nd February at Adelaides, Bath Street, Glasgow G42 4HZ.
Conference starts at 10.00am continuing to 4pm. Branch delegates will be
Dave Sherry, David Edwards, John Rodgers and Anita Shelton.

f) Noted that the Trade Union organised conference on Action against Climate
Change is being held at the Unison Offices, Bell Street Glasgow on Saturday
1st February starting at 12 noon. Unite Political Officer Jackson Cullinane will
be speaking at the conference.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 14.25 pm with a vote of
thanks to the Chair.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thursday 6th February at 12.30pm.


