
Minutes of the Unite Glasgow Retired Members Branch Meeting 6th February
2020

Chair opened the meeting with the sad news of the death of Brother Jim Friel. Jim
was a highly respected and valued member who was presented last year with a
gold badge representing 60 years as a Trade Union member. Chair confirmed
funeral arrangements as follows:
Funeral will take place on Thursday 13th February, beginning with a church
service at St. Pauls, Shettleston at 9.30am, thereafter Daldowie Crematorium at
11.00am, followed by a Wake at St Lukes Music and Arts Centre, Calton,
Glasgow. All branch members would be welcome to attend.
Chair then called for a minute’s silence which was duly observed.

Standing orders were suspended to allow invited speakers, namely Maisie
McCormick and Stephanie Wilson from the Beatson Charity to present a talk on
the charity’s work.
Maisie explained the intents and purposes of the charity to provide supplementary
services and funding that enhance and strengthen NHS care, enabling patients and
their families to be treated efficiently and compassionately, in order to minimise
stress and anxiety. The charity funds 17 specialist staff members, including nurses,
consultants and radiographers. The Beatson Wellbeing Centre is run by the
charity, providing complementary services to patients such as reflexology,
podiatry, massage, facials and relaxation therapies. In addition there is a café and
a tea trolley service provided for patients and their families. Monies raised by the
charity last year totalled £4.5 million and it is planned to purchase an additional
MRI scanner for use by the NHS staff.

Chair thanked Maisie and Stephanie on behalf of the Branch for their
presentation. Branch agreed to donate the sum of £100.00 to the charity. Maisie
and Stephanie gave thanks to the Branch for their donation.
Standing orders were then reinstated and Chair welcomed 40 members to the
meeting.

1. Apologies: Allan Cameron, David Burns, Kenneth Doran, Marion Douglas,
William Farrell, John Ferguson, Irene Gordon, Peter Heaney, Anne
Hughes, James Ito, John G. Johnston, William MacEwan, Joseph
McGuiness, Debbie McIntyre, Bob McKenna, Janette McLean, Dennis
McLellan, William Meikle, Duncan Miller, Anne Morgan, Bill Newman,
Doreen Osborne, Willie Oswald, James Patrick, Antoine Prele, Brian
Robb, John Thomson, Andrew Welsh, Danny Bradley, Irene Graham.

2. Chair welcomed one new member to the meeting.

3. Minutes of the Branch Meeting held on 9th January 2020 were agreed as
correct with the following amendment: Bobby Brennan included in
apologies for absence. Amended minute moved by Robert Littler and
seconded by Frank McLaren.



4. Matters Arising

a) Dave Sherry agreed to report back at the next Branch meeting
regarding arrangements for the proposed hill walking club.

b) Mick Rice confirmed he had received sufficient nominations to be
placed on the ballot for a seat on the National Executive.

5. Correspondence

The Secretary reported on correspondence received as follows:
Letter received from Glasgow Campaign to Welcome Refugees, thanking
the Branch for their donation. The donation enabled toys and gifts to be
distributed to refugee children at Christmas.

6. Reports from Meetings / Conferences attended

a) The Secretary reported on matters discussed at the Branch Committee
meeting held on 6th February 2020. Matters comprised: Debate on
Scottish Independence to be arranged for a future Branch meeting in
response to requests from several Branch members; Separate bank
account to be set up for the Union Song Club; Proposal to donate the
sum of £250.00 as seed funding for the newly independent Song Club –
Branch agreed.

b) Dave Sherry reported on the Trades Council Meeting held in January.
Matters discussed were: Anti-Trade Union Laws; COP26 Climate
Change Conference supported by the STUC;”Get Glasgow Moving
Campaign” to municipalise bus services. The Trades Council AGM will
be held in March 2020. Branch agreed to renew affiliation.

c) Dave Sherry reported on the Stand Up To Racism campaign. The
STUR conference will be held on Saturday 22nd February, commencing
10.00 am at Adelaides, 209 Bath Street, Glasgow. 4 delegates from the
Branch have agreed to attend.

d) David Paterson reported on the Action Sub-Committee meeting held on
16th January 2020 (copy of minutes were attached to agenda papers).
The next meeting due to be held on 13th February was cancelled in order
to allow members to attend the funeral of Jim Friel.

7. Auditors Report

The Branch Auditors, namely Frank McLaren and Bernie Beagan,
reported that the annual accounts submitted by the Treasure at the
January meeting were all in order.



8. Education Officers Report

The Education Officer reported that 3 more candidates were required for
the proposed political education course (3 candidates had already
registered). Those interested were asked to come forward at the end of the
meeting. It was agreed to extend the proposed course on legal issues
affecting retired members to other retired members branches in Scotland.
It was suggested that a course on computer use and social media would be
useful to members. Mick Rice agreed to discuss possibilities with the ICT
Officer and report back at the next meeting.

9. Motion submitted by Robert Buirds

DRY DOCKING FOR FERGUSON MARINE

“Branch recognises the importance of our Shipbuilding and Marine
Engineering heritage and applauds the financial support given by the Scottish
Government to the industry. Branch further recognises the efforts of the
Scottish Government in securing the future of Ferguson Marine in Port
Glasgow and its highly skilled workforce.
Ferguson Marine is the last shipbuilding company on the Lower Clyde and is
a world leader in innovation in the marine industry having designed and built
a new generation of environmentally friendly ferries including the world’s
first hybrid ferry, MV Hallaig, launched in December 2012 and is currently
engaged in the construction of a new class of liquefied natural gas (LNG)
ferries and is developing the world’s first renewables-powered hydrogen car
and passenger ferry, MV HySeas III, for Orkney Islands Council.
Further diversification into other markets such as ship repair and annual ship
overhaul / maintenance contracts will be required in order to remain
competitive and secure the future of the shipyard as a world leader, and
integral to this is the requirement for dry docking facilities on the Lower Clyde
which the company do not currently possess.
Branch therefore calls on the Scottish Government to explore all avenues at
its disposal in order to secure dry docking facilities for this innovative world
leading shipbuilder which will not only safeguard the future of the shipyard
but also retain and expand the much needed skilled workforce on the Clyde
and in doing so will further enhance Scotland’s reputation as a major
shipbuilding nation”

Motion moved by Robert Buirds, seconded by Bobby Brennan and carried
unanimously.

10. Motion submitted by Mick Rice

“Branch agrees to request the Scottish Executive Committee to ask the SNP
and other political parties represented at Holyrood to propose the following
motion:-



This Scottish Parliament agrees that from (insert date) all directly employed
staff and all staff employed by bodies that receive funding as a consequence
of a budget approval by this Parliament, shall, as a condition of receipt of
such funding, have contained within their contract of employment the
following:

“Your terms and conditions shall be no less favourable than those who are
employed in comparable jobs within the European Community. Further, all
contractors providing goods and services to this Parliament and to any other
bodies in receipt of funding as a consequence of budget approval by this
Parliament, shall, as a condition of the contract to supply such goods and
services, include a commitment that its staff shall enjoy conditions of
employment no less favourable than comparable workers employed within the
European Community”

Motion moved by Mick Rice, seconded by David Edwards and carried
unanimously.

11. Pensioners Issues
Noted that the campaign to retain free TV licences for over 75s continues.
Noted also that Bill Newman was submitting a motion to the Scottish
Pensioners Forum proposing an increase in the State Pension for the over
80s.

12. Disputes and Demonstrations
Current disputes were noted as follows:

Unite members at Cummings have balloted for industrial action against the
proposed closure of the works. Branch agreed to send a letter offering
support.
ICT workers at Glasgow City Council in dispute over pay and conditions.
College and University Lecturers have balloted for industrial action.
Post Office Workers are re-balloting members for industrial action.

13. Any Other Business.

a) Mick Rice sincerely thanked members for gifts and cards received on
the occasion of his 70th birthday.

b) The Unite Construction Branch handed over a cheque in the amount of
£1000.00 as a donation to the Retired Members Branch Glasgow. The
Treasurer gave thanks on behalf of the Branch.

c) Anita Shelton proposed that the Branch send a letter to Rozanne
Foyers, congratulating her on her election as STUC General Secretary.
Branch agreed.

d) There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.30pm with a
vote of thanks to the Chair.



DATE OF NEXT MEETING: THURSDAY 5th MARCH AT 12.30pm.


